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Did you know…

By accessing the website www.cms.hhs.gov and then clicking on "helping patients get the best care for their needs", you can now view how much Medicare paid certain hospitals in 2005 for selected medical procedures. The recent release of this information is the latest public disclosure of the cost of medical services. It follows the government supported trend toward consumer driven health care.

Some question why we should know these costs and what difference it makes. As with all services in our free market economy, efficiencies emerge over time when price comparisons are known by competitors and the consumer. Since health care costs are an increasing cost burden for businesses, how much a hospital in a certain county receives per medical procedure may influence future regional business and workforce investments.   
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